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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Thomas 
et al (U.S. Patent No. 5.540,479). 

Thomas et al teach an automotive seat assembly comprising: a left rear seat 
portion, a right rear seat portion, a center rear seat portion, each having a seat base; a 
seatback including an upper seatback surface; a head restraint assembly 20 mounted to 
said center rear seatback and defining a head restraint protrusion distance above said 
upper seatback surface, said head restraint assembly movable between a head 
restraint operational position and a head restraint stowed position (See Figures 1-3. 5-7, 
and 9), said head restraint stowed position reducing said head restraint protrusion 
distance; an armrest assembly 25 mounted to said seatback, said armrest assembly 
movable between an armrest stowed position and an armrest deployed position, said 
armrest assembly in communication with said head restraint assembly such that said 
head restraint assembly is moved between said head restraint stowed position and said 
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head restraint operational position in response to said amrirest assembly moving 
between said armrest deployed position and said annrest stowed position, wlierein said 
armrest assembly includes a non-actuating motion range allowing partial movement of 
said armrest assembly without moving said head restraint assembly, further 
comprising: a head restraint support member protruding from said upper seatback 
surface, said head restraint support member retracting into said seatback when said 
head restraint assembly is moved into said head restraint stowed position, wherein said 
head restraint assembly comprises: a head restraint support member protruding from 
said upper seatback surface; and a head restraint inner structure rotatably mounted to 
said head restraint support member (see Figures 6-8 and specification), said head 
restraint inner structure rotatable between a flip-up position and a flip-down position, 
said flip-down position corresponding to said head restraint stowed position, further 
comprising: at least one vertical adjustment mount in communication with said head 
restraint assembly, wherein said head restraint assembly is automatically moved to said 
head restraint stowed position in response to said annrest assembly moving into said 
armrest deployed position, further comprising: a trigger element holding said head 
restraint assembly in said head restraint operation position, said head restraint 
assembly biased towards said head restraint stowed position; and a link element 
between said armrest assembly and said trigger element, said link element releasing 
said trigger element when said armrest assembly is moved into said armrest deployed 
position, further comprising: a link assembly providing communication between said 
armrest assembly and said head restraint assembly, said link assembly comprising: 
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a pivot mount including a rotational slot guide, said armrest assembly pivotably mounted 
to said pivot mount; an armrest link mounted to said armrest assembly, said armrest link 
positioned within said rotational slot guide; a pivot arm rotational mounted to said pivot 
mount, said pivot arm including an armrest end and a head restraint end, said armrest 
link in communication with said armrest end; a head restraint link providing 
communication between said head restraint assembly and said head restraint end; 
wherein when said armrest assembly is rotated into said armrest deployed 
position, said pivot arm is rotated such that said head restraint link is pulled downwards 
towards said seat base, further comprising: a link assembly providing communication 
between said armrest assembly and said head restraint assembly, said link assembly 
providing communication such that as said armrest assembly is rotated into said 
armrest deployed position said head restraint assembly is pulled downwards towards 
said seatbase (See Figures 1-4 and 10 and specification). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 



Thomas et a! (U.S. Patent No. 5,540.479). 
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Thomas et al teach an obvious use of the structures as claimed. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Flipovich et al, Lang, Ozawa, Wimmer, and Bayerische Motoren 
Werke teach structures similar to the present invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rodney B. White whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6863. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Cuomo can be reached on (571) 272-6856. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Rodney B. White, 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3636 
April 28, 2006 

RODt^YaWHTTE 
PRHt4ARY EXAMINER 



